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Hot enough for ya? Who doesn’t love this sweltering heat of July! Thank good-

ness we live next to the ocean, right?! Every year you can count on the subtrop-

ical weather that brings its mix of weekend hustle and bustle to Kemah, Clear 

Lake Shores, and South Shore Harbour. The hot humid air 昀椀lled with anticipa-

tion for Independence Day parties, loaded with 昀椀reworks o昀昀 the docks that 
light up our beloved Galveston Bay coastline .

July is also a prime time for long overdue family vacations, and a chance to ex-

plore new places and create lasting memories. Whether you’re traveling across 

the country or enjoying the local beauty of our Texas coast, the adventures 

and experiences are invaluable.

In this issue, we are excited to feature Marissa Garcia and her golden boys. As 

Kemah Living’s health and beauty expert, Marissa shares her insights, including 

an intriguing article on living longer and looking better.

Additionally, this issue includes expert articles on achieving your 昀椀tness goals 
with Snap Fitness in Seabrook, 昀椀nding the right pediatric dentist, and a busi-
ness pro昀椀le on The Goddard School of League City. Check out our feature on 
the restoration of Rett Reef, which aims to highlight a rebuild of a local oyster 

reef, while bringing awareness to Rett Syndrome.

Our sponsors are dedicated to our community, their support re昀氀ecting their 
genuine care for our neighborhood and magazine. Kemah Living is your source 

for local knowledge, a way to connect families and individuals through shared 

stories and passions.

So, continue to enjoy the heat, the water, and summer life. Let that southern 

hospitality shine in your actions. Feel free and grateful for this moment of liv-

ing on the Texas coast together, because it doesn’t get much better than this. 

Enjoy the summer, and stay cool!

Stay thankful,

Tony Bell

Photo by Amie Cave

Hey ya’ll,
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BY TONY BELL

Meet Biscuit, a four-year-old female Maltese 

Mix. She was rescued from the Pasadena An-

imal Shelter and has become a lively member 

of the Evans family. Her soft white coat is char-

acteristic of the Maltese breed, Biscuit is not 

only adorable but also incredibly loving. Despite 

her 昀椀nicky eating habits—she eats to live rather 
than lives to eat—she is always up for any and all 
treats, making snack time a delight.

Biscuit shares her home with Snow, her playful cat sister. The two 

get along famously, often engaging in playful antics. However, 

Biscuit has to be careful with her food, as Snow has a habit of 

snacking on it if left unattended. This harmonious relationship 

extends to other animals as well, as Biscuit is known for her 

friendly nature and ability to get along with other pets.

Maltese dogs, like Biscuit, are beloved by many, including nu-

merous celebrities. The breed's charm and elegance have made 

it a favorite among stars such as Halle Berry, Heather Locklear, 

and Lindsay Lohan. One of the most famous Maltese was Leona 

Helmsley's dog, Trouble, who inherited a substantial trust fund.

Biscuit's story beautifully illustrates the loving and friendly nature 

of Maltese dogs. From their plush coats to their playful demean-

or, it’s no wonder that they are adored by both ordinary pet 

owners and celebrities alike. Biscuit's rescue story adds another 

layer of depth to her charm, making her a shining example of the 

joy and companionship she has brought into the Evans family life. 

Biscuit 
and Snow:

A Pawsome Friendship

TELL US 

WHY YOU LOVE 

THIS MAGAZINE!

SCAN ME!

www.bestversionmedia.com/feedback
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DOES YOUR PET NEED 
AN MRI OR CAT SCAN?
Now you can schedule one 
locally in League City!

SCHEDULE TODAY!
281-332-5612

www.MRIDog.com
Referrals Welcome!

2402 Marina Bay Dr.  •  League City, TX 77573

Discover Excellence in Pet Care with 

Safari's Advanced Diagnostics

• Advanced 3 Tesla Machine -  
the most powerful in the area!

• Brain, Spinal Cord, Joints, and  
Soft Tissues

• Faster scans require less time  
under anesthesia

• Lower cost - thousands less!

• No wait scheduling
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BY TONY BELL  |  PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS BY ADORABELLA PHOTOGRAPHY

with Marissa Garcia

Jumping into Summer
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I
f you couldn't tell from this month’s cover, Marissa Garcia 

lives life to the fullest, a resident of Kemah, her story is both 

exhilarating and deeply rooted in her love of her family and 

passion for helping others. With a background in nursing and 

a drive to make a di昀昀erence, Marissa has successfully transi-
tioned from working in the chaotic environment of the NICU 

at Texas Children’s Hospital to owning and operating her own 

business, Glow Up Drip Spa & Aesthetics.

Marissa’s journey started with her interest in the medical 昀椀eld, 
where she dedicated her time to caring for the most vulner-

able patients. “I loved my job in the NICU,” she recalls. “But I 

grew tired of the hospital politics and the bureaucracy.” Seek-

ing a more personal and ful昀椀lling way to help people, Marissa 
shifted to home health care, where she could provide more 

individualized attention. One 

memorable patient, a young 

boy with a heart condition, 

inspired her to explore new 

avenues for helping others. 

During this time, she began to 

delve into aesthetics, earning 

certi昀椀cations and starting to 
o昀昀er Botox treatments on  
the side.

Her plan was always to open 

her own business once the 

young boy no longer needed 

her care. True to her word, Marissa launched Glow Up Drip 

Spa & Aesthetics, which quickly expanded from purely aes-

thetic services to a comprehensive wellness approach. “I didn’t 

know I was going to add the wellness part, but it has really 

taken o昀昀,” she says. “I help clients with IV infusions, weight 
loss, and overall health improvement. It allows me to continue 

being a nurse in a way that feels true to why I started.”

Marissa has now established herself as an expert in her 昀椀eld. 
She still 昀椀nds time to be a great mom to three boys, Jacob, 
Jaylen, and Jarren, who are all grown and pursuing their own 

paths. Jacob, the oldest, is a 昀椀re昀椀ghter in Webster, while Jarren 
works as a 昀椀re昀椀ghter in Baytown. Jaylen, the middle son, is 
studying communications at the University of Houston-Clear 

Lake. Marissa speaks with great pride about her sons and their 

accomplishments, however 

what she is most proud of is 

how they were raised to treat 

people with dignity and respect 

to others.

Kemah has become a true 

home for Marissa, who has 

lived in the area for over a de-

cade. She loves the small-town 

feel and the sense of commu-

nity. “I’ve made some good 

friends here, and people are 

always willing to help out,” she 
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says. Despite her initial fear of opening a business, she 

received immense support from friends and family.

Family dinners at the Garcia house are every Wednes-

day. They are a cherished tradition in the Garcia 

household, although the boys’ schedules as 昀椀re昀椀ghters 
sometimes necessitate 昀氀exibility. “We take turns cook-

ing, or sometimes we go out to eat,” Marissa explains. 

This tradition is important to their family life for years, 

creating a sense of love and laughter over a dinner ta-

ble and a chance to remind the brothers of the special 

bond they share together.

Marissa’s life is jam packed with cool events and activi-

ties beyond her business. She is an avid traveler, having 

visited places like Africa, Ireland, and Australia. Her trips 

often combine personal travel with medical mission 

work, something that she does to remind herself of why 

she chose her path of wellness. She also enjoys attend-

ing concerts, theater productions, and baseball games. 

She is a season ticket holder for the Astros, Theater Un-

der the Stars, and Broadway at the Hobby, and if you're 

buying her a drink, she’ll take a beer.

Another interesting fact about Marissa is her love for 

tattoos, each with their own story that re昀氀ect her jour-

ney and personal growth. Many of her tattoos feature 

empowering women or 昀椀gures who have been mis-

understood, like Medusa and Frida Kahlo. Her tattoos 

serve as symbols of strength and resilience, much like 

Marissa herself.
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E S C A P E  T O  T H E  B AY

281.334.1000  | sshr.com
2500 South Shore Blvd  |  League City, TX 77573

Where Serenity Meets 
Splendor by the Bay

 • 

 • 

 • 

Corporate Meetings

Gourmet Cuisine

 Luxurious Rooms

Oasis Pool

Spa Services

Sunday Brunch

Weddings

More • 

Get a sweet  

20% discount with  

code 20kemah

In her professional life, Marissa continues to seek out ad-

vanced training opportunities, traveling as far as Amsterdam 

for injector training and participating in cadaver lab training 

in New York. Her dedication to staying at the forefront of her 

昀椀eld ensures that she can provide the best possible care for 
her clients.

Marissa is one of the most vibrant, funny, un昀椀ltered, un-

ashamed, and real people I know. Follow her on social media 

and you’ll know what I mean. She has so many wonderful 

qualities that make her stand out in a room. Her story is an in-

spiration to many people with a passion to help others. From 

her early days of 昀氀ight nursing to running the show today as 
the boss, she has always put people 昀椀rst. Marissa is a great 
person to know, and brings so much value to our community. 

She continues to make a positive impact in the lives of those 

around her, and is a big part of Kemah Living. At the end of 

the day, there is no doubt that Marissa is living La Vida Loca, 
and loving every second of it.
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As the saying goes, "you're only as old as you 

feel." But what if you could truly feel years 

younger with a visit to your local medspa? 

We've all felt that sinking sensation upon enter-

ing a beauty boutique, wondering how many 

more cosmetic treatments it will take to turn 

back the clock.

While Glow Up is already a leader in regenerative aesthetics 

with our bio-stimulating 昀椀llers like Radiesse and our dou-

ble-puri昀椀ed neurotoxin, Xeomin, cutting-edge research in lon-

gevity and anti-aging therapies now means looking and feeling 

our best goes beyond surface treatments!!!

Friends, let me tell you—the solution is here with new "aging 
wellness" strategies that focus on what truly fuels our inner 

beauty: our cells. The key to aging gracefully lies in giving our 

hardworking cells the extra care they need to repair them-

selves more e昀昀ectively. Leading this revolution is Glow Up Drip 
Spa & Aesthetics. Word on the street is that their upcoming 

LONGEVITY LOUNGE will feature the latest "biohacking" thera-

pies, fresh from Silicon Valley's most youth-obsessed labs.

Optimize your cellular function with specialized "longevity drip" 

IV therapies and peptide combinations designed by anti-aging 
experts. Boost collagen and elastin production with peptides 

for plumper, brighter skin that lasts. Heck, you may even walk 

out feeling like you've been reborn—clients often experience 
increased energy, mental clarity, and improved mood for days 

to weeks after. It's like a double shot of espresso for your 

well-being!

Discover an indulgent spa treatment that rejuvenates both 

body and soul! Say farewell to temporary 昀椀xes with Glow 
Up's next level approach to aging well. No more short-term, 

surface beauty solutions that drain your energy and wallet. At 

Glow Up, we elevate your beauty by giving your cells the royal 

treatment they deserve. Embrace better health for a radiant 

appearance—because at Glow Up, we believe that better 
health equals better looks, unlocking the keys to both.

Want to look and feel fabulous for years to come? Yes please! 

Book your cellular renewal consultation today at Glow Up Drip 

Spa & Aesthetics!

SAFE, STYLISH, COMFORTABLE DECKING

JOHN COX 
W W W.T E X A S B O AT D E C K I N G . C O MI N F O @ T E X A S B O AT D E C K I N G . C O M

888-304-5503

ENJOY YOUR BEST BOATING WITH GATORSTEP

OOK TODAY!BOOK TODAY!

Marissa Garcia, BSN, RN

Gift Cards Gift Cards 

AvailableAvailable

IV Drips,  IV Drips,  

Botox,  Botox,  

Fillers, Fillers, 

Weight LossWeight Loss

883322--881166--99000000    ||    22551155  BB  EEaasstt  NNaassaa  PPkkwwyy,,  SSttee  55,,  SSeeaabbrrooookk,,  TTXX    ||    wwwwww..gglloowwuuppddrriippssppaa..ccoomm

BY MARISSA GARCIA

Why Aging Wellness is the Future of Beauty

Living Longer and Looking Better:
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Discover Excellence in Early Childhood Education
AT THE GODDARD SCHOOL OF LEAGUE CITY

Where Extraordinary Awaits
2320 E. League City Pkwy, League City, TX 77573

281-338-0508 | 6:30am - 6:30pm | www.goddardschool.com

Welcome to The Goddard School of League 

City, the premier destination for early child-

hood education. Our belief is that children 

learn best through hands-on experiences. 

Our educational philosophy integrates 

current, academically endorsed methods to 

ensure children enjoy learning the essential 

skills they need for long-term success in school and life.

Why Choose The Goddard School?

Holistic Development and Academic Preparation

At The Goddard School, we pride ourselves on our commit-

ment to holistic child development and academic excellence. 

Our approach ensures that every child is nurtured and edu-

cated with respect, compassion, and an understanding of their 

unique needs. This dedication creates a warm and welcoming 

environment that fosters a love of learning and a strong sense 

of community.

Engaged Parental Involvement

We believe that parental involvement is crucial to a child’s 

success. We encourage parents to be actively engaged in their 

child's education, creating a partnership that supports and 

enhances the learning experience. Don’t just take our word for 

it—learn more about the Goddard experience from our family 
feedback, which highlights the positive impact of our commu-

nity-driven approach.

Tailored Educational Programs

Our educational programs are designed to meet the needs 

of individual children, allowing them to explore their curiosi-

ties and interests. The Goddard School’s distinctive structure 

ensures that children are recognized and appreciated for their 

unique talents and personalities. Our expert teachers, who 

specialize in early childhood education, guide children through 

lessons using fun learning experiences.This innovative ap-

proach lays the foundation for a lifelong love of learning.

Accreditations and Recognitions

The Goddard School has earned Cognia Accreditation and  

recognition from the Partnership for 21st Century Learning:  

A Network of Battelle for Kids. These accolades re昀氀ect our 
commitment to creating policies, programs, and standards 

that ensure high-quality early learning, child development,  

and childcare. Our adherence to these high standards distin-

guishes us from competitors and underscores our dedication 

to excellence.

Extensive Network and Community

With over 600 Goddard Schools in 37 states and Washington, 

D.C., we serve more than 75,000 students from six weeks to six 

years old. Our expansive network allows us to o昀昀er consistent, 
high-quality education and care across the country, providing 

families with the con昀椀dence that their children are in good 
hands no matter where they are located.

Join The Goddard School Family

If you are interested in joining The Goddard School, we invite 

you to come and see us. Enroll your child in at Goddard School 

of League City to experience our exceptional education 昀椀rst-
hand.

Choose The Goddard School for a nurturing, hands-on learn-

ing, and community-oriented early childhood education that 

sets the stage for your child’s future success.

BY RATNA KANERIA
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How to Find

BY DR. JASON BLOCK

Board Certi昀椀cation for Pediatric Dentistry

Choosing a dentist for your child can feel 

overwhelming. While family or general dentists 

serve all ages and can provide good care, they 

do not have the specialized training in pediatric 

speci昀椀c dentistry. Pediatric dentists are certi-
昀椀ed by the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) 
which means they complete at least two years of specialized 

training after dental school, working solely with children in 

both clinical and hospital settings.

A board-certi昀椀ed pediatric dentist works with children daily, 
and their entire sta昀昀 is trained to meet children's needs. Not 
all "kids' dentists" are board-certi昀椀ed pediatric dentists, so 
verify the dentist's quali昀椀cations and their experience working 
with children.

Child-Friendly Sta昀昀 and Fun Atmosphere

Some pediatric dentists may let you visit prior to your child's 

昀椀rst appointment. Ensure that the o昀케ce o昀昀ers a compre-

hensive range of services for children, including kid-friendly 

amenities like a comforting environment and options for treat-

ment including sedation dentistry to ease dental visit anxiety, 

if needed.

Observe the o昀케ce environment, cleanliness, and overall at-
mosphere. A welcoming o昀케ce can reduce your child’s anxiety. 
A compassionate team can signi昀椀cantly enhance your child's 
comfort during visits. Skilled dental professionals can help 

build trust and create a positive dental experience. For some 

of my patients who have special healthcare needs, such as pa-

tients diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder, I allow them 

to come in for friendly visits between regularly scheduled ones 

to come say hello. It’s a great time to help build our relation-

ship and to make more positive experiences.

An Emphasis on Preventive Care

Discuss preventive care with your pediatric dentist including 

routine cleanings, dental sealants, 昀氀uoride treatments, and 
other protective measures. Preventive pediatric care helps 

avoid issues like tooth decay and promotes healthy oral habits 

as your child grows. Education should be a part of the regular 

visits so that these topics can be understood and implemented 

at home for lasting health.

Positive Online Reviews and Good Feedback

Positive reviews often indicate a great experience at a dental 

o昀케ce. Conversely, negative or mixed reviews might suggest it’s 
not the best choice. Don’t underestimate word-of-mouth; ask 

other parents about their experiences. Trusted pediatric den-

tists often receive recommendations within the community.

If you 昀椀nd negative reviews, consider the context. Some com-

plaints may be fair, while others might be isolated incidents or 

misunderstandings. Healthcare providers are limited in their 

ability to respond to negative reviews due to patient privacy 

laws (HIPAA).

“Always patient,  

kind and on time! My  

girls love going to this  

o�ce! Dr. Brock is amazing 

with special needs children 

too! By far the best dentist 

in the area!”

- Amie L.
Dr. Jason Brock

We accept most PPO insurances.
Call or text to schedule.

281-461-7470  |  17150 El Camino Real, Houston TX, 77058

a Pediatric Dentist

12  Kemah Living       

E
X

P
E

R
T

 C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

O
R © Best Version Media



Considering Accessibility and Convenience

Finally, consider the availability of appointments 

and the practice’s proximity to your home or 

child’s school. This is crucial for regular visits, 

especially if your child needs orthodontic care, 

which requires frequent appointments. Con-

sider the hours of operation and whether you 

can schedule appointments over the phone or 

via text during o昀케ce hours or even after hours. 
Finding a conveniently located practice that 

o昀昀ers services that work for you will  
simplify scheduling.

There are a lot of factors to consider when 昀椀nd-

ing the right pediatric dentist for your family. If 

you have questions about a speci昀椀c practice, it's 
always a good idea to give them a call.

Looking for experienced local tutors & business partner

Tutor Doctor Webster, Kemah and Clear Lake 832-979-1599

In-Home and Virtual 

Tutoring Services

Rob Hefner ,  Owner
Local  Veteran &  C ommunit y  Lea der

T r u s t  |  C o n f i d e n c e  |  I n t e g r i t y
O v e r  3 0  Y e a r s  E x p e r i e n c e

OLD GLORY
CONSTRUCTION

f u l l  s e r v i c e  r e m o d e l i n g  &  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s e r v i c e s

Free Estimates  |   No Down Payment

281.546.8836  | www.oldglorytx .com
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As the summer sun beckons and the days grow 

longer, there's no better time to kickstart your 

昀椀tness journey and embrace a healthier, more 
active lifestyle. If you're looking for the perfect 

place to begin your transformation, look no 

further than Snap Fitness Seabrook. This 24-

hour private gym is more than just a place to 

work out – it's a community that motivates you, supports you, 

and empowers you to reach your 昀椀tness goals.

Located in Seabrook, Snap Fitness o昀昀ers a state-of-the-
art facility spanning 10,000 square feet 昀椀lled with new and 
modern equipment. Whether you're a seasoned gym-goer or 

just starting out, you'll 昀椀nd everything you need to challenge 
yourself and take your workouts to the next level. From cardio 

machines to free weights, from resistance training to function-

al training, Snap Fitness Seabrook has it all.

One of the standout features of Snap Fitness Seabrook is its 

cross-functional turf area. This versatile space allows you to 

engage in a variety of dynamic workouts, from agility drills to 

HIIT sessions, adding a new dimension to your 昀椀tness routine. 
Whether you're looking to improve your speed, strength, or 

endurance, the turf area provides the perfect environment to 

push your limits and achieve your 昀椀tness goals.

But Snap Fitness Seabrook is more than just a gym – it's a 

supportive community that motivates and inspires you every 

step of the way. With access to small group classes and one-

on-one personal training, you'll receive expert guidance and 

encouragement from experienced 昀椀tness professionals who 
are dedicated to helping you succeed. Whether you prefer the 

energy of group workouts or the personalized attention of 

one-on-one training, Snap Fitness Seabrook has options to suit 

your needs and preferences.

In addition, Snap Fitness Seabrook o昀昀ers multi-club access, 
allowing you to visit other Snap Fitness locations and stay on 

track with your 昀椀tness routine no matter where life takes you. 
This 昀氀exibility ensures that you can prioritize your health  
and well-being, even when you're on the go or traveling to  

new destinations.

At Snap Fitness Seabrook, building better habits and reaching 

your 昀椀tness goals isn't just a goal – it's a way of life. The gym's 
welcoming and inclusive culture creates a supportive environ-

ment where everyone is encouraged to thrive and succeed. 

Whether you're a beginner taking your 昀椀rst steps towards a 
healthier lifestyle or a 昀椀tness enthusiast looking for a new chal-
lenge, Snap Fitness Seabrook is the perfect place to ignite your 

passion for 昀椀tness and take control of your health.

So, this summer, why not make a commitment to yourself and 

your well-being? Join Snap Fitness Seabrook and embark on a 

昀椀tness journey that will transform not only your body but also 
your mind and spirit. With the right support, motivation, and 

resources at your 昀椀ngertips, there's no limit to what you can 
achieve. It's time to step out of your comfort zone, challenge 

yourself, and embrace the amazing possibilities that await you 

at Snap Fitness Seabrook.

2900 NASA PKWY #430 ♦ SEABROOK, TX

NO CONTRACTS, ONLY RESULTS

281-532-4000 ♦ SNAPFITNESS.COM

@snapfitnessseabrooktx

seabrooktx@snapfitness.com

@snapfitnessseabrook

Achieve Your Fitness Goals with Snap Fitness Seabrook

BY CHRIS GARCIA

Embrace the Heat and

Harne� Your Power:

14  Kemah Living       

E
X

P
E

R
T

 C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

O
R © Best Version Media



Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings

of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent's ad appearing

in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

REAL ESTATE
IN YOUR AREA

Address Sq Ft Beds Baths Asking 

F
O

R
 S

A
L

E

LEASE

1019 Lewis Dr 8,095 4 9 $4,777,000 

2015 Knollwood St 3,940 4 3 $1,990,000 

507 8th Street 5,000 8 7 1, 850, 000

502 Amalfi Dr 3,446 4 3 $1,489,000 

19 Harbor Ln 3,046 4 3 $1,145,000 

119 Blue Water Way Pvt 4,228  4 3 $999,900 

528 Amalfi Dr 3,540 5 3 $985,000 

20 Mariners Ln 3,935 4 3 $974,900 

2114 Fenwood St 2,008 3 2 $890,000 

421 Harborview Dr 3,710 4 3 $775,000

400 1/2 4th St 1,096 2 1 $750,000 

1106 Kipp Ave 2,590 4 2 $724,500 

1126 Lakeview Bend Ln 3,338  5 2 $719,900 

430 Twin Timbers Ln 2,552 4 2 $625,000 

308 Twin Timbers Ln 2,631 4 3 $599,000 

306 Waterford Way 1,875 2 2 $449,000 

431 Cardinal Oaks Ln 2,552  3 2 $359,000 

615 Oak Hill Dr 2,224 4 2 $309,900 

2227 Kemah Village Dr 1,280 2 1 $1,900

yyoouurr llooccaall ggeeiiccoo aaggeenntt
mmaakkeess  bbuunnddlliinngg ssiimmppllee..

HHoommee++AAuuttoo==
eeaassyy

your local geico agent
makes bundling simple.

Home+Auto=
easy

your local geico agent
makes bundling simple.

Home+Auto=
easy

Katie Kuroski

832-737-6200

League City

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more

details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC

20076. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2024.

© 2024 GEICO. 21_633312129
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Aims to Revitalize Galveston 
Bay’s Oyster Harvest

BY TONY BELL

The Texas oyster harvest has concluded following another chal-

lenging season, but hope is on the horizon for Galveston Bay. A 

signi昀椀cant restoration e昀昀ort, led by Prestige Oyster company and 
Pier 6 Oyster House, is underway to revive a damaged reef in San 

Leon. This initiative, named Rett Reef, not only aims to highlight the 

ecological importance of oysters but also raises awareness for Rett 

Syndrome, a neurological disorder.

Nearly 400 tons of oyster shells are being deployed on a private 

10-acre reef just o昀昀shore. These shells, collected by Pier 6 Oys-

ter House since 2020, will serve as the foundation for new oyster 

growth and a habitat for various marine life. The original reef was 

devastated by Hurricane Ike, which deposited massive amounts of 

sediment, smothering the oyster beds.

Public oyster reefs in Galveston Bay have struggled due to environ-

mental challenges and overharvesting. The restoration project, in 

collaboration with the Texas A&M Sea Grant and The Nature Con-

servancy, aims to demonstrate the vital role oysters play in the bay's 

ecosystem. Oysters 昀椀lter water, protect shorelines from erosion, 
and provide habitat for other marine species, contributing signi昀椀-

cantly to the bay's health.

The process of rebuilding the reef involves blasting oyster shells 

into the bay using water cannons, creating a bed for new oysters to 

attach and grow. The crew ensures the shells are evenly distributed 

by steering the boat in precise patterns. Once placed, new oysters 

will begin to spawn almost immediately, attracting other marine life 

and gradually restoring the ecosystem.

609 Bradford Ave. Suite 111 Kemah, TX 
www.coolcowcreamery.com

BOOK YOUR ICE CREAM TRUCK TODAYBOOK YOUR ICE CREAM TRUCK TODAY

281.549.6393  281.549.6393  

Salted Caram
el Crack Cookie 

BE COOL * EAT ICE CREAM 

Restoration of Rett Reef
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Prestige Oysters and Pier 6 Seafood and Oyster House have 

committed to making Rett Reef a non-harvestable sanctuary, 

serving purely as a habitat for marine life and a site for sport 

昀椀shing. The initiative marks a pioneering collaboration between 
private industry and public conservation e昀昀orts in Texas.

The project’s success will be closely monitored by scientists and 

volunteers, who will track the health and growth of the new oys-

ter population. The hope is that this model can inspire similar 

e昀昀orts, demonstrating how private industry and conservation 
can work together to bene昀椀t both the environment and the 
economy.

Lisa Halili, co-owner of Prestige Oysters, has long understood 

the importance of maintaining healthy oyster reefs. Her vision 

for Rett Reef began in 2016, driven by her extensive experience 

in the oyster industry and a deep commitment to ecological sus-

tainability. Alongside her husband, Johnny Halili, and their neph-

ew, Gezim Halili, the family has been instrumental in collecting 

and repurposing oyster shells to create a sustainable reef.

Oysters are crucial to coastal ecosystems, acting as natural 

water 昀椀lters and protecting shorelines. The restored Rett Reef is 
expected to contribute signi昀椀cantly to the overall health of Gal-
veston Bay, setting a precedent for future restoration projects. 

The collaboration between industry and conservationists serves 

as a beacon of hope, showcasing the positive impact of sustain-

able practices in preserving natural resources for  

future generations.
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YOUNG JIU JITSU 

ATHLETE 

TRADING CARDS
BY TONY BELL

DAYAN BELL
Rookie Year: 2021

Belt: Grey/White

Competitions: 3

School: Stewart

Grade: 5

Height: 4’8

Born: 7/12/14

Place: Las Vegas, NV

Why do you like jiu jitsu? I have fun learning cool 

moves while listening to my favorite songs.

Favorite Move:  Double Leg Takedown

Favorite Athlete: Michael Phelps

Favorite Food: Bacon

Rookie Year: 2021

Belt: Grey

Competitions: 3

School: Bayside

Grade: 6

Height: 5’ 1

Born: 1/7/13

Place: Las Vegas, NV

Why do you like jiu jitsu? It's not just about 昀椀ghting; it's 
about discipline, respect, and working hard to improve.

Favorite Move:  Koshi Guruma (Hip Wheel)

Favorite Athlete: Sensei Alex Davis

Favorite Food: Salmon Sashimi

TJ BELL

SOFIA MARTINEZ
Rookie Year: 2019

Belt: Grey/Black

Competitions: 8

Homeschooled

Why do you like jiu jitsu? I like jiu jitsu because of the 

competitive nature.

Favorite Move:  Any armbar

Favorite Athlete: My dad, Dominic Martinez

Favorite Food: Fried Chicken with Mac n’ Cheese

Grade: 9

Height: 4’8

Born: 12/11/09

Place: San Antonio, TX
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GABE MARTINEZ
Rookie Year: 2019

Belt: Grey/Black

Competitions: 8

School: Ferguson

Grade: 5

Height: 4’2

Born: 9/14/13

Place: Clear Lake, TX

Why do you like jiu jitsu? I like jiu jitsu because it 

makes me feel strong and con昀椀dent.

Favorite Move:  Triangle

Favorite Athlete: Jett Lawrence

Favorite Food: French Fries

346-248-7069
Locally Owned and Operated.

    

40% O� Plus
Free Installation

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any 
complete unit order of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other products. Take an additional 
15% off on any complete unit order. Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any unit order of 
$850 or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only. Expires 02/29/24. Offer not valid in all regions.
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 15% Off

ffi

Visualize Serenity in Every 
Room with Our Custom Closets

Call for a complimentary in-home design consultation and estimate

www.closetsbydesign.com

346-248-7069
Locally owned and operated

• Custom Closets
• Garage Cabinets

& Flooring
• Home Of昀椀ces
• Laundry Rooms

• Media 
Centers 

• Pantries
• Wall units

and more!

346-248-7069
Locally Owned and Operated.

� Plus

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any 
complete unit order of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other products. Take an additional 
15% off on any complete unit order. Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any unit order of 
$850 or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only. Expires 02/29/24. Offer not valid in all regions.
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Home Of昀椀ces

7/30/2024.

Efficiency - Effectiveness - Progress
Kids & Adult Classes 5 days a week

www.crosscollarjiujitsu.com

832-225-8330

Free Classes  for Seabrook, CLS, & Kemah PD
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Schedule a Free Inspection!

Houstonian 
owned and 
operated!

CHARACTER, COMMITMENT &  
CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR TWO DECADES

832­520­1029

Ask about our GAF 50 Year Warranty!

ISN: 400-286350

www.triplecpowerroofing.net

20-foot20-foot
BANANA SPLIT PARTY

BY JESSICA BELL

K
ick o昀昀 the summer with our unforgettable 20-foot 
banana split party in the park! We started this tradition 
when my boys were little, and it's become a yearly high-

light ever since. The preparation is key, but seeing the joy on 
the kids' faces as they gaze at the enormous sundae makes it 
all worthwhile. This delightful treat not only adds fun to sum-
mer gatherings but also serves as a spectacular centerpiece, 
especially during Fourth of July celebrations. Join us to create 
lasting memories and enjoy the festive atmosphere!

MATER IALS NEEDED:

INSTRUCTIONS:

For the trough: 

• 1 carpet tube, 1 sheet of 1/8" MDF or Masonite, 

jigsaw, tin foil, tape, and plastic table covers.

Step 1: Obtain and Prepare the Tube

• Visit a carpet store and ask for a carpet tube 
(about 8-10 feet long). Use a jigsaw to cut the 
tube in half. If needed, use the second half for  

a larger setup. 

Step 2: Prep the Tube for Serving

• Wrap the half-tube in tin foil and secure it with 

tape at the bottom to make it food-safe. 

Step 3: Pre-scoop Ice Cream

• In the morning of the event, pre-scoop the ice 

cream onto a cookie sheet layered with wax pa-

per. Store these in the freezer on separate layers 

to prevent sticking. 

For the Banana Splits: 

• 15 bananas, 7 tubs of ice cream, assorted top-

pings (sprinkles, chocolate and caramel syrup, 
whipped cream, maraschino cherries).

20  Kemah Living       
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Running your business is already hard

FIND YOUR F INANCIAL CLARITY

No need to make it harder

Public Speaking

SERVICES:
Financial Advisory, Planning, Analysis & Consulting

Michael Goodrich

409.904.5211

contact@goodrichfinancialadvisory.com

www.goodrichfinancialadvisory.com

CRD 323934

Moody Mansion
2618 Broadway, Galveston Island | (409) 762-7668

Built in 1895, lovingly restored and open daily for tours, the home of 
one of America’s wealthiest 20th Century entrepreneurs awaits you.

Scan QR code to visit  
www.moodymansion.org

Moody Mansion also houses Galveston Children’s Museum, “Where 
Learning is Child’s Play.” visit www.GalvestonCM.org

Step 4: Assemble the Sundae

• Set up the trough on the plastic table covers and secure 

with tape before guests arrive. Slice bananas and pre-

pare toppings. During the event, assign 2-3 people to 

add ice cream and toppings quickly. Have someone dis-

tribute spoons and ensure toppings are ready to use. 

Aim to assemble within 4 minutes to prevent melting. 

Step 5: Enjoy and Clean Up

• Enjoy the banana splits for about 10-20 minutes be-

fore it melts, which might lead to a playful food 昀椀ght. 
Afterward, recycle the used materials and hose down 

any mess.

Have a fantastic banana split party!
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JULY 4TH

Fourth of July Celebration
Pier 6 Seafood

113 6th Street, San Leon, TX

Time: 5 pm

Celebrate Independence Day at Pier 6! Join us by land 
or sea for an unforgettable celebration. Enjoy live 
music, patriotic displays, and a spectacular �rework 
show at 9 PM. Early Reservations are encouraged, 
for boat docking: E-mail reservations@pier6seafood.
com For dining: book on OpenTable. We can't wait to 
celebrate with you!
www.pier6seafood.com

JULY 4TH

Fourth of July Parade
City of Kemah

604 Bradford Ave, Kemah, TX

Time: 10 am

Cost: Free

Deck out in your red, white, and blue and bring the 
entire family to the much-loved Kids Parade.“Bold 
Stripes, Bright Stars, & Brave Hearts,” celebrates our 
local veterans and �rst responders. Join us for a day 
of patriotic pride and community spirit!
www.facebook.com/cityofkemahtx

JULY 6TH

Jammin’ on Jarboe
Jarboe Park

Paul Shelley Pavilion

Time: 7 pm-10 pm

Cost: Free

Experience the vibrant rhythm of Clear Lake Shores 
come alive! Join us for an exhilarating night of 
music, dance, and unforgettable memories with 
the sensational sounds of Jerry Diaz & Hanna’s Reef- 
Texas Beach Music. Delight in entertainment crafted 
for the entire family to enjoy together in this little 
slice of paradise.
www.clearlakeshores-tx.gov/ 
288/Jammin-on-Jarboe

JULY 7TH

Sunday Brunch
South Shore Harbour Resort

2500 South Shore Blvd, League City, TX

Time: 10:15 am

Cost: $29.97

Luxurious Brunch at South Shore Harbour Resort. 
Relax and take it easy on a Sunday. Bring your family 
and friends & come enjoy live entertainment and $3 
mimosas. For reservations and more information, 
please call 281-532-7120
www.sshr.com

Recurring every weekend

JULY 13TH

All Access Tours of the Moody Mansion
Moody Mansion

2618 Broadway Avenue J, Galveston, TX

Time: 3:45-4:45 pm

Cost: $35/person

Tour areas of the 1895 Moody Mansion that are typically 
not open to the public, guided by a knowledgeable 
docent. Tickets are limited and available at $35 per 
person. Reservations and tickets available online.
www.moodymansion.org

Recurring every weekend

JULY 20TH

Sip & Sail Cruises: Boqueron
South Shore Harbour Resort

2500 South Shore Blvd, League City, TX

Time: 4 pm- 6 pm

Cost: Ticketed event, please contact Norma at 
(281) 532-7120 or email: nmatthews@sshr.com

Enjoy a two-hour adult-fun cruise on Clear Lake with 
Houston Party Boats. Beer and wine will be provided, 
as well as light bites and one specialty drink from our 
Sponsor. Cruise is from 4pm-6pm.
www.sshr.com/hotel-events

JULY 27TH & 28TH

Throwback Weekend
Lagoonfest TX

12600 Crystal View Blvd, Texas City, TX

Time: 10 am- Sunset

Cost: $38/adult

Join us for a nostalgic trip down memory lane with all 
your favorite hits from the past, retro-themed activities, 
and classic games that will transport you back to the 
good old days.  Whether you’re a child of the 80s, 
90s or any other era, you’ll love reliving the fun and 
excitement of yesteryear at this epic event.  Don’t miss 
out on this blast from the past-get your tickets now 
and come make memories with a touch of old-school 
charm at Throwback Weekend at Lagoonfest Texas!
lagoonfesttexas.com/event/ 
throwback-weekend/2024-07-27/

JULY
C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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Sailing charters

281.467.2279WindwardSeaVenture.com ~

Sailing lessons Team building corporate events

Set sail on your dream vacation Set sail on your dream vacation 
with SailVenture Charters.with SailVenture Charters.

Set sail on your dream vacation Set sail on your dream vacation 
with SailVenture Charters.with SailVenture Charters.
 SailVentureCharters.com • 281.467.2279
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YOUR ON-THE-WATER ADVENTURE

STARTS HERE

LittleYachtSales.com - 281-334-6500

Waterford Harbor Marina - 800 Mariners Drive - Pier 6/7

TEXAS’ LARGEST YACHT BROKER OF POWER & SAIL

Beneteau Grand Turismo 32 In Stock

7221

210-275-9268

#770187 

www.jessicawalkerrealtor.com B
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I transform wanderlust into adventures & 
unforgettable experiences for active travelers

Wanting To Get Away from Crowds  
and Deeper into the Destination?

www.MilestonesMondaysTravel.com
713-253-3719
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